
US VMYG “Classic” VM – Timeline 

1994 Winter #94

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



1994 Summer #96 

 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
Discussion of a Classic division within the AMYA M rule. (Classic meaning all older M boats) Although not a new idea, remember the "Phoenix" proposal, the time had arrived to form the US VMYG.
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Text Box



1994 Fall #97 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
The US VMYG proposes to AMYA the establishment of a Classic RC "M" class for older M boats.



1994 Fall #97 

 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
Preserve teh best of free-sailors and adapt them to RC. Basic will be the 1950 M rule, 16' max draft, 16# min displacement, pre 1970 materials, single panel sails.



1995 Fall #101 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
Request help writing the Classic M class rule



1997-98 Winter #109 

 

1998 – AMYA #111 (Summer 1998) – Announced a class coordinator for Classic M to see the 

interest. 

 

chuck
Text Box
VM rule published, two sub-classes, "Traditional" and "High-flyer"



 

 

chuck
Text Box
First discussion on the actual "Classic" M sub-class for boats 1971 - 1991 with no swing rigs or Kevlar hulls



 

1998 Fall #112 

 

chuck
Text Box
Class coordinator for the C50 group.



 

1998 – The Model Yacht V2N1 – Mentioned Classic M (1971-1991) proposed, used same 

description as AMYA  

● Proposed R/C American Classic ``50/ 800" (C50) Group - The VMYG is working with the AMYA and its "M" and 

Open class secretaries to assess the feasibility of adding racing activities for "M 50/800" model yachts built to 

early ``M" Class specifications. These "M" models have a tentative group designation within the VMYG for 

promotional purposes - the American Classic "50/ 800" or "C50" Group. The reason for this effort is that many 

earlier "M" boats are no longer competitive with the newer, high-tech "M" models because the AMYA "M" Class 

is a developmental design class. Older AMYA `M"s are mainly those designed from 1971 to 1991 with 

conventional sail plans (no swing rigs) and non-kevlar hulls. Our initial step is to assess AMYA skippers support 

for a "C50" model group. If sufficient, racing events for "C50"s may then be promoted through the VMYG. The 

goal is to provide these "M' s and their owners an opportunity to competitively sail them again. This will not 

preclude these models from being raced in regular "M" Class events. The C50' s may also serve as entry-level 

boats for AMYA members wanting high performance in a model at a more affordable cost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1998 Winter #113 

 



 

1999 Fall #117 

 

 

1999 – AMYA #118 (Winter 1999-2000) – “Time to Tack” article by class secretary talking about the explosion 

in costs for modern Marbleheads 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
C50 events planned to gauge interest.

chuck
Text Box
$3,000 M boats, continue toward elite status and shrink participation or impose weight and depth limits to allow more skippers to participate with cost effective boats?



 



 



 



 

chuck
Text Box
Second golden age in the 1970's but as weight decreased it favored kit builder designs and then professional builders in the 1990s.
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Text Box
Differences between AMYA and IMYRU continues until 1998



 



 



2000 Fall #121 

 



2000 – The Model Yacht (Winter 2000-2001) – No longer listed a Classic M coordinator 

2001 – AMYA #122 (Winter 2001) – High Flyer VM were scored in two groups, High Aspect 

Rigs and Low Aspect Rigs 

 

chuck
Text Box
It seems like interest in a 1970-1991 C50 sub-class died out within AMYA



 



 



2005 – AMYA #139 – Classic M not mentioned but V36 proposed 

2006 – The Model Yacht V10N3 (Winter 2006 – 2007) - No Classic M at NCR 

2007 – The Model Yacht V11N3 (Winter 2007-2008) – Again mentioned exploring Classic M 

but now 1971-1985 

2008 – AMYA #151 – Classic M not racing in vintage regattas 

2012 – AMYA #167 – Talked again about experimenting with Classic M interest due to 2,500+ boats registered 

during that period of 1971-1991 

 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
Discussion within VMYG about the C50 class of M boats but now 1971 - 1985.

chuck
Text Box
C50 mentioned again in AMYA.



 

2012 – AMYA #168 – Defined Classic M as 1971- early 1980’s with draft max of 17.25 inches and minimum weight 

of 13# 

 

 

 

 

chuck
Text Box
C50 or Classic M now 1971 - 1980's, draft max 17.25 and minimum weight 13#.



 

2017 – AMYA #187 – American M class defined M as: 

● Traditional – Pre 1945 

● High Flyer – 1945 – 1970 

● Classic 1970 – 1995 

● Modern – 1995 to today 

 

2018 – AMYA #192 – Re-invigorate VMYG – Goals list pre-1970 but Classic M not raced yet 

2019 – AMYA #197 – Defined Classic M as 1971-1980’s 

chuck
Text Box
Fraction Fanatics - Now AMYA proposes the "American Marblehead" and approved this sub-class. Modern starts in 1995.

chuck
Text Box
Although approved by AMYA, not sure if this expanded beyond Marblehead MA club.

chuck
Text Box
US VMYG revamps and looks to better define the Classic M period.
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Text Box
Based on our 2026 research most of the Classic comments were true for the 1970's but less true in the 1980, especially the end of the 80's.



2019 – The Model Yacht V20N1 – In Search of a Classic M article by Ken Young 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

2019 – US VMYG – Added Classic Marbleheads to the Vintage Marblehead Class Rule 

2021 – The Model Yacht V22N3 – 2021 NCR included Classic M scoring for first time 

2024 – Questions on the M rule and potential loopholes that could be exploited. 

February 2025 – M Rule Update 

1. A clarification was added under “Hull” to address removable keels. 



2. Definition of prognathous keel clarified to: “No portion of the keel appendage, including the lead, may 
project forward of any portion of the leading edge of the keel fin above” to match the definition in the 
V36 rule. 

3. A clarification was added regarding deck materials in the Classic subclass. 
4. A clarification to the Classic (1971 to 1985) subclass to add a maximum cross-sectional dimension for 

masts of 0.75 in. 
5. A clarification to the Classic (1971 to 1985) subclass rule to allow sail plans from the period. Specifically 

the following bullet was added: 
a. Sail specifications and measurements shall be as defined under “Traditional” and “High 
Flyer”.  Different designs may be acceptable if they are original sails or it can be shown that they match exactly 
a sail plan that was in use during the “period”.  A copy (photo) of the plan may be required. 

6. Updated the Sail Measurement Equation for image quality only.  
7. Labeled the Historical Note as Appendix A. 
8. Added this “Change History” section as Appendix B. 

2026 – Classic M Rule Committee Formed to research and write a separate Classic M rule 




